A COMMUNITY opera parformed
in Lewes recenvied some
fantastic reviews and all seven
shows were a goll out,
The Finnizh Prisoner, by Orlande
Gough and Stephen Plaice, told the
story of the Finnish prisoners who
were kept in Lewes Naval Prison
during the Crimean War.
In addition to eight Finnish
singers, who played the eponymous
prisoners, the nckion was
viewad by a number of Finnish
ignatories, including the Finnish
Ambaazador and a representative
from the Fmnish Government.
About 80 local children also took
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Finnish Prisoner a triumph

Busannah Waters, from the
Paddock Production Company
which put together the ambifions
E‘mjnet with the help of funding

om the Arts Council and a host of
other organisations, asid: "Tha
ghow was sold oul every evemng
and there was a queue for retarns
for ingle performance.
Paople full of praise and
were amazed at the ahow wo put
om.
‘Lots of people came down from
Ghm . owrne and were blown
AW it, and fromt our pornt of
o thpsil?mmha
r operd house
up the road!’

Above and fop, scenes from the Finnish Prisoner

The opara waa performed at a
warehoose on the Phoonix
Industrial Estate which was
miraculously transformed into a
great venuein just a fow months.
The Paddock production company
gave their thanks to Charles Style,
the man behind the controversial
proposed development in the North
Street area, who allowed them to
use the warehouse .

There are plans for further
performances in Finland in 2008
and the company has promised
more productions for in Lewss in
the near future




